upon it by some people. I answered nobody could compel him in a thing of that nature; that it looked very unkind towards me, that he could not but be sensible that those who engaged him did it neither out of friendship to him nor aversion to me, so much as out of crossness to the mayor and aldermen to cause a disturbance and heats in that city, when union and agreement were so desirable there as well as in the whole kingdom, &c. At last he said if he knew but how to disengage himself without too rudely breaking with his party, he would study to do it. But hearing that he still pursued what had been begun (or his friends for him), I engaged my Lord Mayor to deny the granting of freedom either to him or Colonel Jenkins, and without it 'twas conceived they could not be chosen. Whereupon they endeavoured to procure a mandamus to be made free. The writs for elections being expected speedily, I continued to strengthen my friends and to increase them every day.
March 2. It being in a man's power in point of law to be chosen in several boroughs, and having been invited by my friends about Aldborough, I went thither ; and calling the borough men together, after I had spoken to them, setting forth the obligations they had to me and the promises they had made me to choose me for the next Parliament, with such arguments as I was able to use to persuade them to it. They unanimously, one only ex-cepted, promised under their hands to give me their votes, to the number of thirty-nine; all the electors for that borough being sixty-four. But being men of low rank, subject to change, and much importuned by others for that service, how they will acquit themselves is the question.
It was now out of doubt that the King was a papist, for he went publicly to mass; but he ordered the chapel